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steerage passengers and 73 for the second cabin, and 350 pieces of small 
and 65 of large baggage. 

I have the honor to send herewith the abstract of the bills of health 
issued to these vessels. 

Bespectfully, W. C. Hobdy, 

Assistant Surgeon, IT. 8. M. H. 8. 
The Surgeon-General, 

U. 8. Marine-Hospital Service. 

Southampton, England, January 15, 1900. 
Sir: I have the honor to report that the following vessels were 
inspected during the week ended January 13, 1900 : 

Wednesday, January 10, steamship Lahn, of the North German Lloyd 
Line, bound for New York with passengers and cargo. There were 
inspected and passed 17 first and 2 second cabin passengers. 

Saturday, January 13, steamship New York, of the American Line, 
bound for New York with passengers and cargo. There were inspected 
and passed 97 steerage and 62 second-cabin passengers, and 27 large 
and 136 small pieces of baggage. 

There were 3 rejected — 1 for partial blindness and 2 for trachoma. 
Bespectfully, W. 0. Hobdy, 

Assistant Surgeon, U. S. M. H. S. 
The Surgeon General, 

XT. 8. Marine- Hospital Service. 



Report from Havre. 

Havre, Prance, January 12, 1900. 

Sir : I have the honor to report that on Saturday last the steamship 
Gascogne sailed from this port for New York with 259 steerage and 59 
cabin passengers. 

On Friday afternoon, together with the medical director of the line, I 
inspected all the living quarters of the vessel, paying special attention 
to the quarters of the crew and emigrants. All were found in excellent 
condition. The forecastles were clean and well aired. The men sleep 
in hammocks which, at the time of inspection, were neatly rolled and 
hung on pegs at the side. 

The steerage quarters comprise one entire deck — not all used at this 
time — and has practically no partitions except those made by the con- 
struction of the ship, thus insuring free ventilation of air, although at 
some expense of privacy. This deck is also supplied with registers for 
forced ventilation, the efficacy of which I could not determine, as they 
were not in operation at the time. The bunks are side by side in double 
rows and double tiers, and each is supplied with a clean mattress cover, 
filled with new seaweed. 

The water closets were found in good condition and the hospital facili- 
ties were ample and apparently in perfect readiness. I understand that 
forecastles and emigrant quarters are washed out completely at each 
port and that the practice will soon be begun of washing them out a 
second time with a solution of lysol. 

All the third-class passengers with their luggage arrived on a special 
train from Paris at 9 a. m. Saturday. After their breakfast they were 
inspected as usual for vaccination, for any illness (that might later prove 
to be a contagious disease), and to see that they physically meet the 
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requirements of the United States immigration laws. Besides the 
baring of at least the arm for vaccination or inspection of the mark, 
each one presented himself or herself in line with head and neck bare, 
and besides passing the scrutiny of 4 physicians, including myself, was 
handled at least twice, once at vaccination and once on the line where 
the head of each was examined and face and neck felt to examine the 
glands and judge of the temperature. On Saturday over 20 were put 
aside and later examined fully before passing. 

After finishing this examination those from places other than 
Marseilles and having no bedding, went on board ; the others, about 
fifty, marched with their belongings to the disinfecting chamber where 
all clothing and bedding were disinfected by steam, except the clean 
clothing of 3 naturalized citizens returning from a visit in Greece. 
All this stuff was properly labelled. 

With the exception of a few possible improvements in the system, 
the inspection and disinfection as practiced before the sailing of the 
Gascogne were satisfactory, and, in my judgment, all the present situa- 
tion demands. 

Eespectfully, S. B. Geubbs, 

Assistant Surgeon, U. 8. M. H. 8. 

The Suegeon-Geneeal, 

JJ. 8. Marine- Hospital Service. 

Reports from Marseilles. 

Marseilles, France, January 6, 1900. 

Sie : I have the honor to submit the following report for the week 
ended January 6, 1900 : 

No vessels have sailed from this port for the United States during the 
week, and my work has consisted largely in visiting the various officials 
and getting a general idea of conditions, and in the supervision of a small 
shipment of cattle hides, which were disinfected by immersion in a 5 
per cent solution of carbolic acid. 

There are practically no emigrants going from this port to the 
United States; those who disembark here from eastern ports go to 
either Havre or Naples for reembarkation, and are inspected there. On 
entry to the port of Marseilles they are inspected by the French authori- 
ties at the quarantine station at Frioul, and, from all that I can learn, 
it is done in a fairly satisfactory manner. I have arranged to visit this 
quarantine station and will then report fully as to method of procedure. 

There are practically no shipments from here requiring disinfection, 
except hides, wool, and rags. I have declined to allow any rags shipped 
from this port which are handled or packed here, on account of small- 
pox which is epidemic. Most of the hides are received here green and 
are immediately salted down in the warehouses until ready for ship- 
ment. They are then loosely rolled and submerged in a solution of 5 
per cent carbolic acid until all surfaces are thoroughly wetted. 

This work of disinfection has heretofore been done by an employee of 
the consulate, and I believe in a satisfactory manner. He has so far 
received absolutely no remuneration for his work other than a very 
small salary for his office work in the consulate. 

A very large portion of the wool and hides are shipped from here to 
Liverpool, England, and reshipped from that port to the United States, 



